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Latter in Support of Reqguest for Waiver Fited by Thales Commumications, Ing.
Liberty™ Mudtihand Land Mobile Radio - FOC Uy, OKC-412023501

bir. Barnett and Mr. Knapp:

Thix letter ix filed i support of the “Request for Lumted Waiver of Convmission Rules 1o Pormit
Temporary Extension of Equipment Authorization o Include 775776 MHz/R05-806 MHz and
Related Rebief” (“Thales Waiver Request™ filed by Thales Communications, Ino. ("Thales™). This
better s also meant o support any other device manufacturer whose sohseriber onit has the potential
of aperating on the THinois statewhde TOM/RN0 MHz trunked radio systaim,
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Gary Cochran

Acting Chair — Statewide Interoperability Executive Committes
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1 am Gary Cochran, Chairperson of the Hilnads Statewide Interoperability Commitice (81EC),
a committee, formed by the Hineis Staie Legislature to suppori radio interaperability. The
SIEC has on its roster members that represent all Ilinels State Agency radio users, In addiion
the SIEC siso hax mambers that represent the nine hundred plus law enforcement sgencies,
twelve hundred fire/ EMSE sgencies as well as Emergeney Management, many other public
safety disciplines and NGO’s. As the Commission is aware, by Order dated July 18, 2008, the
Federal Communications Commission (“FUC”} granted in part a walver request filed by the
State of IHinoly, Hinods State Polive (“Hinois™) which allowed lineis to continue to deploy, on
an interim basis, pew 708 MHe ssrrowband opersiions outsidle of the consslidated
sarrowband channgd scheme adopied in the FUC s 2647 Sevond Report snd Ovder: Because
Hiinols bas besn granted 2 waiver to deploy new 708 Mz narrowband eporations subside of
the consolidated narrowband channels, the Thales Waiver Request is of great interest and
relevanse to Hiinods.

The SIEC and numsrous other orgunizaticns beve reviewed the Thales Waiver Reguest and
respectiully suggest that the FOU grant the Thales Watver Reguest on sn expedited basis, The
SIREC has concluded that sxpedited grant of the Thales Walver Reqguest by the FCC waudd be
consistent with the policies vnderiying the IHinols Walver Order and would be in the pullic
interest {or the folltwving reasons: Although Ilinois has been pormitted to temporarily continwe
ospevation on 775776 MHz865-806 MHz wnder the Ilinols Waiver Order, the legacy
gguipment corrently available to flinods for such aperatien is single band cvapable only and
most cagnat transition to the future $.25 KHz specirum efficiency in T Mz, and therefore
does not sfford linoiz the benefits of newly developed multi-band radie technology which
Thales deseribes in the Thales Waiver Request. Other manufacturers alzse have muitiband
capalde squipment available, however the manpfacture of such eguipment in the 778776 Miz
/ 805-866 MHz ranges is not currsntly type sceeptad. We also suggest 3 “me ton” consideratisn
for other manufacturers thet may wish fo align themselves with this walver reguest, ~ The
current Hmitation can potentially impaet interoperability in [ineis by:

1. Cresting a shortage of multi-band subseriber cquipment for use by public safety
agepciss 2. Forcing ihe purchese of legacy eguipment fo meet subscriber
communications needs. 3, Reduoving inferoperability on the statewide TO6/808 Mz
radio system by reducing the sveilability of FUOC {ype accepted equipment, 4.
Limiting the munber FOU type accepied multi-band subseriber units available from
various msnufscturers, thus Hmiting what should be a competitive market place. 4.
Restricts the number of users that can be placed on the statewide radio systeny due
io cwrent equipment techuical Hmitations. 5, Create operations] problems for
systeny wsers when rosming fo sites with frequencies Hmited to 778/776 Mike and
BOS/806 Mz without the frequency capability on their subseriber device.

- In addition, this limitation has significant fnancisl impacts, such as:

i, Creating the poor cholee of utilizing funds te buy legeey {old) technology instead of
muximizing the use of funds by purchasing subscriber units with the newest and most
efficient technology. 2. Belng forced {o purchase subscriber units that cannet migrate to
futare §.25 KHyz spectrum efficiency. 3. Negates the ability to effectively maximize the
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use of Federal grant dollars to buy the most effective and efficient subscriber
equipment.

Today there are approximately 19,000 subseriber anits on the statewide 760/800 MHz tranked
vadio systenn. The systew provides daily operchility and inleroperability amongst local public
safety radio users, the iHinols State Police and many other State and local agencigs. The ability
to have this lavel of efficient radio communications helps safeguard the residents and visliors in
the State of Ilnois. Not having s sufficient supply of iype sccepted wultiband subseriber
deviess will stifle the ability of public safety agencies and sthers to commaunicate effectively.

We respectiully ask that you grant the waiver in sn expeditsd muanner as requested, so that
{ilinois may continue to enjoy the highest leved of radic operability and interoperability witheout
techniesl Hmdtations. We also ask in this comsideration sgain to include oll of the mansfacturers
whe wish to follow and suppeort Thales® waiver request in this matter for thelr own benefit. &
positive response fo the walver reguest would be in the public interest becuuse of the
substantial lechnical, operational and finencial benefiis that can be made to the ability of
filinols public safety agencies to best serve our citizens.

§
Onder, DA 081690 (PSHSR, Rudeased July 18, 20083 (“Hlinois Watver Order™)
2
boplementing a Nattonwide, Broadband, Interoperable Public Safery Network i the 700 MHz
Band; Pevelopment of Operational, Technical and Spectrum Requirements fiv Mecting Federal,
State and Local Peblic Safety Commumications Requirements Theough the Year 2010, PS Docket
Mo.06-229, WT Docket Mo, 96-88, Secoad Report and Order, 22 FOU Red 15288 (20073
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